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The levels ofeducation in Ireland are primary, secondary
and higher. Education in Ireland is free at all levels but
only for students come from theEuropean Union.

Yet, teenagers who want to study at universities must pay
entrance fees which are called student service fees and
they amounted up to €3,000 in 2015. The applicants are
required to pay them on registration in order to cover
examinations, insurance and registration costs.

Pre-school is optional in Ireland, which means that
parents can send their children to pre-schools but they do
not have to. Small children i.e. toddlers and two-year-olds
are looked after in privately run crèches whereas the
children who are three or four years old attend play-
schools. Their parents must pay for sending them to
these institutions. From 2009 onwards children are
entitled to a year of free pre-schooling in the year prior to
starting primary schools under the "Early Childcare and
Education Scheme”. There are Irish language
mediumNaíonraí growing rapidly all across Ireland. Nearly
4,000 preschoolers attend 278 preschool groups.

In Ireland children start their education at the age of four or five. First they are in the form
which is called Junior Infants. Then they go to the form called Senior Infants. They are in
First Class and still stay in primary school for six years, which means Sixth Class is a
final form. They finish primary school at the age of 12 to 13. However, the school leavers
do not take any final examinations.

  After having finished primary schools, the teenagers go to secondary schools. The
education in secondary schools lasts 5 or 6 years. If students decide to take the ‘transition
year’, they learn at secondary school for six years. The ‘transition year’ is optional. It
means that the students can be in the Fourth Class but they do not have to. They can leap
from Third Class to Fifth Class. It depends on their knowledge and metal attitude. It is the
student’s parent who decides whether his child is ready to go to Fifth Class or not. The
students who attend secondary schools take two exams. The first exam is called Junior
Certificate and the students take it when they are in Third Class. The second one is the
final exam which is called A – levels Exam and the students take it when they are in Sixth
Class. In Poland we call such an exam “egzamin maturalny”. If they pass the exam they
will receive the Leaving Certificate.
  
The teenager can continue their education at universities or they can go to work where
they have special trainings.  

                                                                                                 By Wojciech Ligudziński
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' Who is cruel to animals , this may not be a good man .'    — Arthur
Schopenhauer

  The society in which we live is more and more aware of harm and pain
which people do animals an injustice. This awareness probably results
from development of electronic media such as the Internet and television.
Every day we are inundated with articles, instant messaging and forums
which are sent or exchanged by our friends and other Internet users who
express their opinions about treating animals and methods of helping
them. Most of these online chats seem to be unimportant but some of
them are worth presenting. When you are surfing the Internet, you should
enter the Facebook page which is called "ŁAPA Nyskie Pogotowie
Opiekuńczo - Adopcyjne dla Zwierząt.” (“ The PAW, the animal shelter in
Nysa”)

  This page is created to inform and promulgate an idea for helping small
animals, dogs and cats which have been struck by misfortune. A great
number of photos of animals that have been injured in accidents or
abandoned by their owners are published on the page. The authors of the
photos hope that the gallery will create goodwill in adoption. The photos
have a special mission: they should melt people’s hearts and encourage
animal lovers to adopt one of the pets or at least to donate a sum of
money to the shelter. 
   

   Besides, the page designers, the shelter workers and the shelter
supporters have organized a lot of actions in which donation have been
made. One of them was a fete in which artisans could sell their things and
those who had come could buy the things at auction. The income of the
auction was given to the shelter as a financial support.
  The organizers of the fate were Magdalena Kucfir and Robert Ratajski.
Magdalena Kucfir used to attend the Set of Schools called “Rolnik” and
she is still in touch with the students who go to the High School for
Veterinary Medicine which is a part of the Rolnik Set of Schools. Robert
Ratajski is a vet and a teacher. He teaches veterinary in the High School
for Veterinary Medicine. Besides, he runs the animal’s health centre called
“Arka”.
Additionally, some students attending The High School for Veterinary
Medicine are volunteers who work in the ŁAPA animal shelter . They raise
money for food, medicines and blankets, clean cages in which the dogs
and cats are kept and groom the pets. 

  The idea of this enterprise is undoubtedly stimulating. I hope that more
and more dogs and cats kept in this animal shelter will soon be adopted. I
also hope that a number of people who are sensitive to fate of all animals
which were once kept as pets and then thrown away as ‘waste product’ of
family life will become ŁAPA backers. 

                                                                                  By Anna Ciecieląg
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EASTER IN POLAND

Easter is an important festival for most families in Poland.  It is also the
most important holiday for the Catholic Church because on this day its
members celebrate the Resurrection of Christ.  It is special time when
people can meet their relatives  who often live a long way and travel a lot
of kilometres to come and see members of their families. During Easter
holidays Poles take part in many traditional  celebrations. The Church
plays an active part in the Easter holidays because most Poles are
Roman Catholics and they willingly take part in all the religious
ceremonies.
Poles can boast some Ester traditions which are worth describing. One of
them is egg decorating. People boil chicken or duck eggs and then they
decorate them with a rich ornament. Such eggs are called ‘pisanki’ which
means Easter eggs.  Each of them is a real work of art.  In Poland there
are many techniques of decorating the eggs. They can be painted in many
colours. They can also be dyed in onion peels or oak bark and then
decorated by scratching ornaments on their surfaces. Finally they can be
decorated with various ready-made designs stuck on them.  Nowadays 
more and more people buy ready-made designs for eggs in
supermarkets. Yet, there are many Poles who  are against this idea.

Poles prepare some dishes which they eat during Easter holidays. One of
them is soup made from fermented rye flour. The soup is called ‘żurek’
and it is usually served  with pieces of sausage and halved boiled eggs.
Another delicacy which is worth mentioning is ‘mazurek’. It is cake which
is made of two sheets of pastry separated by a layer of marmalade or jam
and garnished with icing, fruit and nuts . It is mainly served for dessert.
Apart from ‘mazurek’, Poles still bake ‘babka’. It is a sweet yeast cake
which is often filled with raisins and topped with melted chocolate.

Anyway, the most important tradition is  preparing a special Easter basket
for Holy Saturday. Food which is put into it has special symbolism. For
example, the eggs symbolize life whereas a piece of bread is a symbol of
gift from God. There is also a figure of a  lamb which is made of sugar or
chocolate.  The sugar lamb is a symbol of Jesus Christ. It is compulsory
to decorate the  Easter basket with spring flowers and boxwood branches.
It should also be covered with a white napkin. Poles  carry their Easter
baskets to churches where priests  bless them. They use holy Water in
this rite. Easter Sunday is the most important day of the Easter holidays.
In the morning most Poles sat down at the table in order to have a special
breakfast.  They start it with eating a dish made of food from the Easter
basket. The dish is called ‘święconka’. After breakfast, people  usually
visit their relatives or spend time chatting with those who are visiting them.
This day should be spend with family in peaceful way.

                                                                         By Paulina Ruszkiewicz
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HANDBALL

On 15-31 January 2016 Poland held handball Championship EHF
(European Handball Federation). The tournament took place in four Polish
cities: Gdansk, Wroclaw, Katowice and Krakow. All the teams
participating in the competition were split into four groups.  The teams from
the group Ain which Polish national team had been placed played their
matches in Kraków and Katowice.  The teams which were in group B and
C had their matches in Wrocław and those from the group C – in Gdańsk.
Polish team won all the matches in their group. But in the second round
our players lost two matches: first they were defeated by Norwegian
national team and then they were beaten by the Croatians.  Ultimately, the
team had to settle for 5th place. Fortunately, they manage to defeat
Sweden team 26:24 in their last match. The new champion of Europe was
German national team which sensationally beat Spaniards 24:17. Croatian
team defeated the Norwegians 31:24 and won 3rd place.

VOLLEYBALL

At the beginning of January there was another qualification tournament in
which another Polish national team took part. I mean the volleyball
tournament which was held in Berlin. It was the prime European
qualification tournament for the 2016 men's Olympic volleyball tournament
which will take place in Rio de Janerio in 2016. Polish national team lost a
semi-final match to France and won 3rd place, which means that they will
have to fly to Japan to get another chance for a ticket to Rio. Polish
national team is the gold winner of FIVB Volleyball Men's World
Championship tournament held in Poland in 2014. In spite of fact that they
are champions, they have to fight for qualification like other teams. Some
fans claim that it is unfair. The tournament held in Berlin was won by
Russian national team and French team was 2nd. Polish national team
took third place after really hard match with German volleyball players. 
The team won it after five difficult sets. I hope that Polish national team will
win the tournament in Japan and they will qualify for the Summer
Olympics. We all wish them good luck. Go Poland! 
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TENNIS

Breaking news!
 
Maria Sharapova who is a Five time Grand Slam champion has tested
positive for Melonium. It is a drug which has recently been banned by the
(WADA) World Anti Doping Agency. The test was carried out by the tennis
antidoping programme after Russian tennis player lost to Serena Williams
in the Australia Open quarter finals, on 26 January 2016. 

Sharapova said she had taken the drug after suffering from various
illnesses in the previous ten years. It is horrible that this excellent tennis
player has been accused of using doping.

SPORT
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